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RELIANCe Communications

Anil Dhirubhai Ambani Group

RCom starts GSM
service in Delhi

New Delhi: Mobile telephony
consumers may soon have a
wider choice of operators,
with the soft launch of GSM
service by Anil Ambani
group’s RCom in Delhi to be-
come the first company in In-
dia to offer both CDMA and
GSM services. ‘

RCom has been offering
CDMA-based mobile service
throughout the country and
has recently been allowed by
the government to start GSM
service simultaneously. The
company has chosen the na-
tional capital to start its serv-
ices under the dual technolo-
gy licence.

To begin with, the compa-
ny has offered over 1,000 con-
nections to its employees as
part of soft launch and after
review RCom would soon of-
fer services on commercial ba-
sis, sources close to the devel-
opment said.

Asked whether services
would be offered in other parts
of the country too simultane-
ously, sources said the com-
pany has been rolling out net-
works in all circles on a war
footing and as soon as the net-
work is ready the services
would start but no deadline

has been fixed for this.

In fact, the company would
hire passive infrastructure
from another group company
Reliance Infratel which owns
the tower business of the
CDMa company.

RCom has said the rollout
of GSM services would help
it target the fast-growing sub-
scriber additions of 7 million
subscribers every month and
address the telecom require-
ments of the existing 172 mil-
lion GSM customers with the
launch of nationwide GSM
network, in addition to its
CDMA network.

the company has targeted
to cover 23,000 towns and 6
lakh villages under its GSM
service by the end of this year.
It has received a loan of §750
million (Rs 3,000 crore) for a
10-year period from China De-
velopment Bank to fund its na-
tionwide GSM launch.

The loan would essential-
ly finance the company’s GSM
equipment order placed with
Chinese network major
Huawei. The order is spread
over a three-year period and
is likely to be finalised soon.
The order will have both 2G
and 3G components. AGENCIES



